
Its Queer History Month!
Let’s Learn Some History 



Why is it in October? 

➢ Queer History Month was first observed in October of 1944
➢ National Coming Out Day is on October 11th  
➢ The first march on Washington for Lesbian and Gay rights was in October 

1979 - the second march was in October 1987



  March for Gay rights in 1979

➢ Took place October 14, 1979
➢ Included between 75,000 and 125,000 people
➢ Initially made 5 demands:

○ Pass a bill for lesbian/gay rights that helps the queer community
○ Issue a presidential order to ban discrimination based on sexuality in the government, military, 

and federal private employment
○ Get rid all of those anti-queer laws
○ End homophobic discrimination in custody cases
○ Protect LGBTQ+ youth from laws that are used to discriminate against them in certain 

environments



Background Information 

➢ It was founded by a Missouri high school history teacher by the name of 
Rodney Wilson 

➢ Wilson believed there should be a month dedicated to the celebration of gay 
and lesbian history 

➢ During Queer history month people are able to find detailed lessons on queer 
history suitible for school and non-school education. 



National Coming Out Day 

➢ October 11th is National coming out day! (right before PSAT’s for us old 

   kids :() )

➢ National coming out day was first observed as a reminder that one of our 
most basic tools is the power of coming out and expressing who we are  



Why do We celebrate 

➢ It’s mainly celebrated to recognize the impact of queer people in 
history, since they’re constantly overlooked by the general public.
 

➢ This isn’t just the people who were leaders in major protests, but 
everyday queer people who hugely contributed in major historical 
events.

➢ Going even further, this month also commemorates queer people 
who were inventors, musicians, authors, etc.  



What’s the Difference Between Pride Month and 
Queer History Month?

➢ Both Pride and History Month began for different reasons:  
○ Pride began in 1969 from the Stonewall Riots 
○ History Month originated from Rodney Wilson

➢ History Month is about education on the history of the community
➢ Pride is more of a celebration of the community and a protest of 

unequal treatment



Overall Queer History
- 1862 – Jennie Hodgers, disguised as a man named Albert Cashier, enlisted in the Union army in 

Illinois and fought for three years until the end of the war. She continued living as a man after the war.
- 1933 – 1945 – Nearly 100,000 German homosexual men were rounded up and placed in 

concentration camps along with Jewish people. They were designated by a pink triangle on their 
clothing.  This group was the last to be released from concentration camps after liberation because 
Paragraph 175 of the German Criminal Code stated that homosexual relations between 2 males is 
illegal.

- 1969 (June 27-29) – The Stonewall Riots, New York City. The Stonewall Inn was a gay bar in 
Greenwich Village in New York City. In response to an unprovoked police raid on an early Saturday 
morning, over 400 people, including gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and straight people protested 
their treatment and pushed the police away from the area. Some level of rioting continued over the next 
six nights, which closed the Stonewall Inn. The Stonewall Riots became a pivotal, defining moment for 
gay rights. Key people at the riots who went on to tell their stories were: Sylvia Rivera, Martha P. 
Johnson, Dick Leitsch, Seymore Pine and Craig Rodwell.



Overall Queer History
- 1970 – The first gay pride marches were held in multiple cities across the United States on the first 

anniversary of the Stonewall Riots, including San Francisco and Los Angeles / West Hollywood.
- 1981 (June 5) – AIDS Epidemic begins. The U.S. Center for Disease Control reported the first cases of a rare 

lung disease, There were a total of 583, 298 U.S. men women and children who would die from AIDS through 
2007.

- 1997 – Ellen DeGeneres was one of the first popular entertainers who publicly came out as a lesbian during 
an interview on the Oprah Winfrey show and then became the first openly gay character on the TV show, 
“Ellen.” 

- 1998 – Matthew Shepard, a 21-year-old student at the University of Wyoming, was brutally attacked and tied 
to a fence in a field and left to die because he was gay. He died from his wounds several days later. This was 
one of the most notorious anti-gay hate crimes in America and resulted in a federal law passed 10 years later in 
2009 called the “Hate Crimes Prevention Act”, a federal law against bias crimes directed at lesbian, gay, 
bisexual or transgender people.

- 2010 – The U.S. Congress passed and President Barack Obama signed the repeal of “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” 
so that gay and lesbian people could serve openly in the military. One person present at the signing ceremony 
in the White House was Frank Kameny who had been released from military service in 1958 because of 
discriminatory policies against gay and lesbian people.
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